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GOVERNOR BRYANT SIGNS LIBRARY AID BILL 
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Left to right: Honorable Howell E. Lancaster, Gilchrist County; Mrs. Sara Srygley, 
Library Service Chairman; Mrs. Charles Bevis, Legislative Chairman, Florida Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs; Senator Charley E. Johns of Starke; Mrs. Myron Blee, Presi- 
dent-elect of the Florida Congress of Parents and Teachers, and Mr. S. L. Townsend, 


Legislative Advocate for FLA. 


Second Priority? 


by DR. FRANK B. SESSA 
Director of the Miami Public Library 


Be FLORIDA state aid bill has at 
last passed both houses of the 
Legislature. On Monday morning May 
29, 1961, the Senate passed the Asso- 
ciation-prepared bill; it went through 
the House on Wednesday, May 31; 
and the Governor has signed it. 

Before there be unrestrained and 
perhaps unwarranted rejoicing, it is 
well to pause to consider what we have 
acquired in the way of legislation. The 
bill, as passed, contains two provisions 
that make it differ to a marked degree 
from the one co-sponsored by the Flor- 
ida Library Association and the Florida 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. The 
requested appropriation of $1,000,000 
was cut in half by both houses, an 






adjustment gracefully accepted by its 
legislative sponsors. Much more se- 
rious, perhaps, is the provision in the 
amended bill that the appropriation of 
$500,000 be given second priority. 
What second priority means, in effect, 
is that we have secured the passage 
of the bill but that there may well be 
little or no money to implement its 
provisions. Appropriations with sec- 
ond priority status are realized when 
all first priority appropriation demands 
have been met. Then, if additional 
monies are available, the second pri- 
ority appropriations are forthcoming. 
At first glance this would seem to be 
a rather unhappy end to the high hopes 
for our 1961 legislative campaign. 
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The bill presented to this session of 
the Legislature is not essentially dif- 
ferent from that advocated before. As 
noted above, the amount requested, 
$450,000 for the first year and 
$550,000 for the second year of the 
biennium, simply reflects a more rea- 
listic appraisal of the demands likely 
to be made by counties anxious to be- 
gin providing their citizens with long- 
awaited public library service. It makes 
available operating grants not to ex- 
ceed twenty-five per cent of the local 
funds allotted to county units, estab- 
lishment grants for one year only to 
a new county library joining a regional 
library or new counties forming a re- 
gional library, and equalization grants 
based on the School Minimum Founda- 
tion Program for those counties of low 
taxpaying ability. The bill also permits 
counties and municipalities to combine 
operations. It is thus substantially the 
same as that recommended to the 1959 
session of the Legislature, a bill which 
passed the House, but, along with all 
other bills for worthy new projects, 
failed to emerge from the Senate Ap- 
propriation Committee because of 
scarcity of funds. 


We had every reason then to expect 
the bill to pass by a comfortable mar- 
gin. Certainly, there is a better library 
climate in Florida with each passing 
year. The marked success of the in- 
creasing number of county libraries has 
led other counties to seek similar serv- 
ice for their citizens. The expanding 
program of the State Library’s exten- 
sion department and National Library 
Week have both had their effect; but, 
perhaps the major factor in the antici- 
pated success of this bill was the effect 
of a concentrated program of educating 
legislators and their constituents at 
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both a local and state level. Most im. 
portant was the support of the Florida 
Federation of Women’s Clubs repre- 
senting some 30,000 women. The Fed- 
eration this year adopted library legis- 
lation as a major project and co-spon- 
sored the bill with the Florida Library 
Association. Its President, Mrs. M. 
Lewis Hall, and its legislative chair- 
man, Mrs. T. Q. Srygley, were tireless 
in their efforts and most effective ad- 
vocates with the legislators. The Flor 
ida Library Association also changed 
its approach. From its number, it chose 
a legislative advocate, Mr. S. L. Town- 
send, Chairman of the Suwannee Re- 
gional Library Board. Mr. Townsend 
spoke with most of the legislators, and 
with a host of groups whose support 
would be considerable. 


The result of this year’s legislative 
foray may contain some elements of 
disappointment, but we should not 
lose sight of the tremendous gain we 
have made. True, we are not immedi- 
ately embarking upon a well-financed 
program of county library service, but 
we are far ahead of our position two 
years ago when our bill, along with 
many other worthy ones, failed to 
emerge from committee. The State of 
Florida is definitely committed to a 
program of state financial aid to county 
public libraries. In view of the fact 
that virtually no new programs re- 
ceived higher than second priority, this 
ranks as a major accomplishment. 

To the Senators and Representatives 
who placed the State of Florida in the 
ranks of those providing financial as- 
sistanee to county public libraries we 
owe a great debt-—that can be ac- 
knowledged in part by a note from every 
member of the Florida Library Asso- 
ciation to his legislative delegation. 
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Through Britain and Italy by Bibliobus; 
Reflections on a Sabbatical Year 


by ROBERT VOSPER, Director of Libraries 


University of Kansas 


HANKS to Mr. Guggenheim, it was 

my pleasant task in the fall and 
winter of 1959 to visit almost all the 
university libraries in the British Isles 
and to reflect a bit on the history of 
their book collections and the various 
factors that shaped them. So armed with 
a tightly rolled umbrella and a mack 
well rubbed with London coal dust I set 
off, outfitted with four very specialized 
guide books to lighten my travels. I com- 
mend them to you: The latest Common- 
wealth Universities Yearbook; Sheppard’s 
Directory of Dealers in Secondhand and 
Antiquarian Books in the British Isles; 
Raymond Postgate’s The Good Food 
Guide (for Great Britain); and Maurice 
Gorham’s delightful evocation of the 
English pub, Back to the Local (with 
illustrations by Ardizzone). 

In January 1960 at Britain’s northern- 
most universities, Aberdeen and St. An- 
drews on the bleak shores of the North 
Sea, I got my first real sense of the 
medieval university. Later in Durham, 
although to be sure that university is not 
itself a true medieval installation, and 
then surely in northern Italy during the 
spring at Pavia, Padua and Perugia this 
sense of the long endurance of the uni- 
versity tradition was greatly enriched. 
But nothing I'd seen earlier in England 
had prepared me for Aberdeen and St. 
Andrews, not even Oxford and Cam- 
bridge; for in those hallowed places the 
only medieval touchstone today lies in 
the persistence of the monastic objection 
to women. Certainly the modern world, 
in the shape of a frenetic motor bike or 
barging caravan of lorries, will run you 
down if for a moment in Oxford or Cam- 
bridge you stop to muse on the history 
of the place. Arrogant European types 


Ep. Note: This is an abbreviated version of 


Mr. Vosper’s address to the first general session 
of the Miami Beach Convention on April 27, 


1961 





ROBERT VOSPER 


are wont to sneer at the traffic problems 
of American universities, but Cambridge 
walls today are plastered with the official 
admonitions of the Special Pro-Proctor 
for Motor Vehicles and Aircraft. I must 
confess that briefly and pleasantly as I 
dined in hall, sipping my claret at the 
high table in King’s College, Cambridge, 
I felt a sure touch of the past. 

But Aberdeen Old Town and St. An- 
drews are full of quiet and a visual sense 
of the past. At least they were on a cold 
January day, with ice on the narrow 
cobbled streets and on the slate roofs 
of the tiny gray stone cottages that sur- 
round the meditative fifteenth century 
universities. Wher the students go by in 
their long scarlet, heavy woolen, aca- 
demic gowns, the sentimental visitor is 
certain that time has slipped back five 
centuries. It is their very isolation that 
has protected these two universities and 
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their book collections from many of the 
intrusions over the centuries. 

Let me interject here, for this is indeed 
in kaleidoscopic style, that Bologna, the 
senior university of them all, is very 
much caught up in the modern world. 
The city of Bologna is the largest city 
with a durable communist government 
this side of the iron curtain, and there 
are senior and powerful communists who 
hold dual seats on the city council and 
in the university senate. 


British Libraries 


But we must turn back to the scarlet 
and stone gray colors of Aberdeen. There 
in that ancient, and by American stand- 
ards impoverished university library, I 
pushed an electric switch, gently eased a 
clutch, and set into smooth motion a 
bank of electrically driven Compactus 
storage shelves, the first installation I 
had ever seen of this ingenious device 
invented by backward Europeans for the 
efficient storage of books in limited space. 

On another occasion I pushed an elec- 
tric switch in a library. This was in grim 
and smoky Sheffield where until recently 
the university was the epitome, physical- 
ly, of the Redbrick tradion of the Eng- 
lish universities. Dull, grimy brick build- 
ings crowd together like a slum along 
noisy main streets on the university’s 
hilltop site, looking out across acres of 
high grade Sheffield industrial smoke. 
The only situation I saw to beat it was 
at Liverpool where the university is set 
literally in the most miserable kind of 
nineteenth century English slum, much 
of it now being torn down so that the 
appearance is even more derelict, and 
with a mainline, coal-fired railroad run- 
ning smack through the middle. 

At Sheffield, the first of the new build- 
ings to be completed was the library, 
opened just two years ago. It dominates 
the university site in position and in style, 
a light airy simple building, more glass 
than brick, furnished with attractive mod- 
ern furniture. One can disagree with 
some of the administrative concepts for 
which the building was fitted, and one 
can wonder about the window washing 
problem in such an atmosphere; but one 
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must admit that it is a dramati 
aesthetic experience to meet that building 
as well as several of the new and cop- 
troversial buildings at Liverpool. The 
University of Sheffield Library was de 
signed not only with taste but also with 
generosity, for although the present col 
lections number less than a quarter of 
a million volumes, the library will easily 
house a million, a genuine vote of con 
fidence in its future. It was here that ] 
pushed another electric switch and sent 
acres of handsome fibreglass drapes sail- 
ing across a wall of windows overlooking 
an attractively landscaped park. 



























































Across the country in bustling Birming- 
ham, the university is near the end of 
a long and complicated hegira from its 
original buildings huddled in the confused 
center of the city to a new site on the 
city’s southern edge. Here are rolling 
grounds spacious enough to accommo- 
date all of this large and growing insti- 
tution including its medical school, and 
rather like an American campus in ap- 
pearance, but appropriately for a mod- 
ern British university, within easy sight 
of factory smoke. The spirit of the Uni- 
versity of Birmingham can be gauged by 
the fact that in the summer of 1959 it 
opened not one but two expansive new 
library buildings, for the central library 
and the medical library. In the medical 
library I touched yet another electric 
switch to operate one of the most in- 
genious mechanical gadgets I’ve seen im 
any library. All medical librarians are 
plagued by the problem of paging the 
doctors who are urgently wanted by the 
hospital. Some of us subject all readers 
to the badgering public address system 
one hears incessantly in hospital corri- 
dors; others deploy a staff member to 
search out the wandering doctor. At 
Birmingham, as each doctor enters past 
the control desk, a tiny private loud 
speaker is clipped to his lapel. When the 
hospital phones the library in search of 
a doctor, the library desk attendant de- 
presses a key or combination of keys 
producing the same code number as the 
one on the required doctor’s personal 
loudspeaker. These instruments, I am 
told, are well-known in factories; but it 
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took some imagination to bring one into 
a library. 


New Equipment 


Over in the great new central uni- 
versity library at Birmingham I didn’t 
actually operate any mechanical equip- 
ment myself, but I was struck by what 
I saw and not a little envious. It wasn’t 
just the pneumatic tube system and the 
expeditious endless-belt conveyor, nor the 
impeccable photographic laboratory op- 
erated by and for the library. What really 
caught my eye, as well as the eye of a 
visiting and equally envious Oxford li- 
brarian, was the best equipped, best 
staffed, most spacious library binding 
shop I’ve seen anywhere. The electrically 
driven sewing machine was the most 
versatile I’ve ever seen, and all the other 
mechanical equipment — rounder, back- 
er, nipper, guillotine — would make the 
finest commercial shop envious. They 
even had a machine I didn’t know ex- 
isted, one for skiving leather, a Swiss 
patent rather like a lady’s sewing ma- 
chine in appearance. From this you will 
be aware that Birmingham’s binding shop 
does more than efficient, routine machine 
binding; it also has the staff and equip- 
ment to perform the finest of restoration 
work on rare books. I saw five women 
sewing, four forwarders and there were 
two men finishing, a sizeable crew and 
obviously a keen and experienced group 
of craftsmen. 


New Sites 


Birmingham isn’t the only British uni- 
versity moving to a new site in search of 
space to handle the increasing numbers 
of students. At Reading, on the Thames 
halfway between Oxford and London, 
the university has just begun its move 
to a magnificent parkland well-endowed 
with that great glory of England, a va- 
riety of enormous trees. Two buildings 
have been completed, and the next will 
be a library. 

The Sheffield and Birmingham uni- 
versity library buildings are not the only 
new ones in Britain. The University of 
Hull had just opened one when I visited 
there. Among other things I was duly 


impressed by the librarian’s office, the 
most elegant and spacious I have come 
across, and presided over gracefully by 
Librarian Philip A. Larkin, one of the 
pre-eminent younger poets in England. 
Almost all of the several other univer- 
sities are either adding to existing library 
buildings or concerned with new science 
or engineering libraries. 


All of this should be more than suffi- 
cient to make evident that there is a 
great bustle of activity among the British 
university libraries. They are in the midst 
of a kind of renaissance, and this is not 
limited to buildings and machines: Ox- 
ford is urgently reviewing the library 
needs of a student population greater 
than, and of quite different social com- 
plexion from the population of the 1920's 
and earlier. Leeds, with a grant from the 
Nuffield Foundation, is making some 
valuable studies of the use of the library. 
The University of Glasgow Library is 
beginning the exacting task of classify- 
ing large blocks of its older collections 
that have been tied to a cramping system 
of fixed locations. Exeter is grappling 
successfully with organizing and refur- 
bishing the rich collections of the ancient 
Cathedral Library and Archives which 
have been wisely put in the university 
library’s custody. 


All of this may suggest to you, as it 
certainly did to me, that it is not only 
American libraries that have effective 
new buildings and technical equipment. 
Too frequently, in my opinion, we have 
smugly assumed that we are the pace- 
makers in the modern library world. Too 
frequently also, I think, some librarians 
abroad have resignedly assumed that only 
the wealthy Americans could afford an 
effective modern library service. 


As I have already implied, it is not 
only new library buildings that the Brit- 
ish universities are erecting. The library 
picture is only symptomatic of a general 
university expansion comparable in many 
ways to our own. All of the modern 
British universities are seeking ways to 
handle a doubled student population 
within the next decade. At the same 
time, in an effort to keep the univer- 
sities from becoming too large by British 
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standards, there is serious discussion of 
establishing a few new ones. This latter 
movement has been intriguing to watch, 
for in the competition before the Uni- 
versity Grants Committee, British city 
councils and chambers of commerce have 
been as vigorous and generous in seeking 
to become the site of a new university 
as American cities have been in search 
of new industry. 


Roberts Report 


I wish I could tell you something of 
public libraries in Great Britain, but 
even if we had time, I haven’t the knowl- 
edge. I can only urge that many of us 
would be intrigued by, and profit from 
reading, the “Roberts Report.” The con- 
clusions were presented to Parliament 
early in 1959 (Cmnd. 660) by a special 
committee concerned with “The Struc- 
ture of the Public Library Service in 
England and Wales.” 


I can also suggest to you, with three 
examples but no more, that the public 
libraries of England are lively. As I got 
off the train at Sheffield I was met by an 
appealing poster on the station wall 
saying, “Welcome to Sheffield. Informa- 
tion for business and pleasure available 
at the Civic Information Service of the 
Central Library,” and presenting a legible 
map of the central portion of the city. 
One of the provincial theatres regularly 
advertised and reviewed on a national 
basis is the Library Theatre, managed by 
Manchester’s City Library. Finally, I’ve 
never forgotten the attractive poster an- 
nouncing a lecture on the Caribbean to 
be presented at the Holborn Public Li- 
brary in London. It was strategically 
fixed to the wall in a men’s public lava- 
tory! The English aren’t as stuffy as we 
sometimes think. 


Italian Libraries 


Late in February we left the chill 
winter with its coal fires and consequent 
murky sky, the snug and friendly pubs 
with their rich variety of ales and cheeses, 
and the bountiful breakfasts of England, 
to spend three months in Italy where 
the Fulbright Commission had asked me 
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to seek some contact with the university 
libraries, a continuation of work admir- 
ably undertaken by your own Stanley 
West two years earlier. 


There were some early frustrations, 
especially professional ones. My task 
was touchy and difficult. There are some 
polite formalities a scholar must observe 
in seeking to use English libraries, but 
there is nothing to compare with the 
involuted and legalistic Italian bureauc- 
racy. Much of what I was to tackle was 
at the request of a crusading young Di- 
rector-General of Higher Education who 
was anxious to review, and perhaps re- 
form, some complicated problems in 
the universities. But he was taken vio- 
lently ill early in the autumn and died 
shortly after my arrival in Rome. At that 
time the Italian government was in such 
a gelatinous state that many ministerial 
functions came to a dull standstill. To 
complicate things further, the USIS li- 
brarian for Italy, who had handled my 
negotiations from that side, was trans- 
ferred to Washington in the autumn of 
1959, so I never met him either. His 
successor, a cordial and able lady, ar- 
rived from Iraq for her first assignment 
in Italy. Fortunately, the warm hearts 
and professional zeal of the Italian li- 
brarians came to our rescue, channelled 
through the Italian Library Association, 
whose President-General is Dr. Aristide 
Calderini, the courtly and distinguished 
emeritus professor of papyrology in Mi- 
lan’s Catholic University. No small part 
of our eventual success was due to the 
good will and respect with which the 
USIS American libraries are regarded by 
Italian librarians, scholars and govern- 
ment officials. If I do nothing else on my 
return, I wish to pay my due respects 
to that poorly supported and often ma- 
ligned aspect of our State Department 
program, the USIS libraries. 


Through the efforts of the Italian Li- 
brary Association and USIS-Italy, the 
Ministry of Public Instruction then spon- 
sored three major regional conferences 
on university library matters in Milan, 
Rome and Naples. Librarians, professors, 
government inspectors of libraries, an 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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The thirty-eighth annual meeting of the 
Florida Library Association was held at the 
Carillon Hotel on Miami Beach April 27-29, 
1961 with a registration of 417 members. 

The Executive Board met at 11:00 a.m. 
and the first general session was held at 2.00 
p.m. with the President, Mr. Elliott Harda- 
way, Director of the University of South 
Florida, presiding. 

Rabbi Irving Lehman, Temple Emanuel, 
Miami Beach, gave the invocation. 

Mr. Robert Vosper, Director of Libraries 
at the University of Kansas, addressed the 
first general session Thursday afternoon. He 
was introduced by Robert Mowery, Librarian 
of Stetson University. An abridged version 
of Mr. Vosper’s speech, “Through Britain 
and Italy by Bibliobus; Reflections on a 
Sabbatical Year,” is included in this issue of 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES. 

Mrs. Jewel H. Garvin, University of Flor- 
ida, presented the Nominating Conimittee’s 
report as follows: 


VICE-PRESIDENT and PRESIDENT- 
ELECT: Mrs. Helga Eason, Miami 
Public Library; Mrs. Ruth Rockwood, 
Florida State University Library School 


SECRETARY: William Chambers, Mana- 
tee Junior College; Oscar Everhart, Mi- 
ami Beach Public Library 


TREASURER: Robert E. Hamilton, Mar- 
tin County Library, Stuart, Mrs. Sylvia 
Smith, Ocala Public Library 


ALA Councillor: Frank B. Sessa, Miami 
Public Library; Clara Wendel, Albert- 
son Public Library, Orlando. 


There were no nominations from the floor. 


Oscar Everhart introduced the 41 exhib- 
itors representing firms with exhibits in the 
upper lobby of the hotel. The combined 
publishers exhibit represented 28 firms. 


At 6:30 the Carillon Hotel entertained 
members at a cocktail party on the Sun Deck 
overlooking the ocean and the hotel pool 
and garden. ‘ 

The second general session met at 8:15 in 
the Medallion Room with Elliott Hardaway 
presiding. Mrs. Virginia Grazier, Librarian 
of the Gainesville Public Library, introduced 
the speaker, Miss Eleanor A. Ferguson, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Public Library As- 
sociation and the American Association of 
State Libraries of ALA. Miss Ferguson’s 
speach, “The Robot and the Librarian,” will 
appear in the September issue of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES. 

Mrs. May Edmonds was co-ordinator for 
one of the best attended meetings, the Book 
Reviews session at 8:15 Friday morning. 
Jean Lee Latham, a friend of many Florida 
libraries and librarians and winner of the 
Newbery award for her book, “Carry On, 
Mr. Bowditch,” reviewed recent children’s 
books. 

Professor Fred Shaw, of the University of 
Miami English Department and Columnist 
for the Miami News, reviewed adult books. 

At the third general session called to order 
by the President at 10:00 a.m., the speaker, 
Nancy Jane Day, was introduced by Frances 
S. Hatfield, Supervisor of Instructional Ma- 
terials of the Broward County Schools, Ft. 
Lauderdale. 

“New Goals in School Library Service” 
was the topic for Miss Day, Supervisor of 
School Library Service, State Department of 
Education, Columbia, South Carolina. 


The fourth general session was called to 
order by the President after the Annual Ban- 
quet in the Silver Chimes room. The speaker 
was Mr. Wyatt Blassingame, Florida author, 
who was introduced by Mrs. Betty Service, 
Librarian of the Sarasota Public Library. 
“Researching for Fiction” was the title of 
Mr. Blassingame’s address. 

Following his speech Dr. Ira Williams, 
chairman of the Trustees Citation Coammit- 
tee, announced that Mrs. Junius Smith, 
Starke, Florida, was the recipient of the 
Trustees’ Citation Award, in recognition of 
her exceptionally fine work to secure library 
legislation. 

Proceedings of the fifth and last general 
session, the business meeting held at 10:00 
a.m. Saturday morning, are recorded in the 
minutes in the following pages, as well as 
the Section and Roundtable minutes. 


Executive Board Minutes 


The meeting was called to order by Presi- 
dent Hardaway at 11:10 a.m., April 27, 
1961 in the Sales Board Room of the Car- 
illon Hotel in Miami Beach. Present were: 
Robert Hamilton, Fred Bryant, Mrs. Made- 
line Riffey, Dr. Archie McNeal, Mrs. Reba 
Daner, Verna Nistendirk, Helen Keefe, 
John Clemons, Eunice Keen, Mrs. Betty 
Lunnon, Dr. Frank Sessa, and Mrs. May 
Edmonds. 


Mr. Hamilton distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s report. Mr. Hardaway explained 
that expenses for National Library Week 
mailings incurred by Chairman Mrs. Betty 
Service needed to be reimbursed. John Clem- 
ons made the motion and after a second 
by Eunice Keen the motion passed. 


Suggestions for a person to replace Louis 
Capron, whose term is expiring on the State 
Library Board, are in order. Dr. McNeal 
suggested that the next Executive Board 
provide suggestions and an expression of 
interest to the Governor. 

A letter calling attention to an instance 
of the curtailment of attendance at the FLA 
annual meeting by a school librarian was 
read. While Mr. Bryant will answer this 
particular letter, it was suggested that the 
matter be discussed further in the School 
and Children’s Section. 

The Executive Secretary received a re- 
quest that the Association officially endorse 
Law Day U.S.A. Mrs. Daner moved that 
FLA go on record to endorse library par- 
ticipation in Law Day U.S.A. to the extent 
of distributing printed book marks, etc. She 
noted that co-operation would be on a local 
level. With a second by Verna Nistendirk 
this motion carried. 

The Executive Secretary reported more 
exhibitors at this year’s annual meeting than 
ever before — 68 firms counting the Com- 
bined Publishers’ exhibit. This is in contrast 
to exhibitors’ dissatisfaction with some other 
state library associations discussed during 
the Exhibitors Roundtable at the ALA Mid- 
winter meeting. 

Mr. Bryant had the report of the Public 
Relations committee of FLA’s Public Li- 
brary section from Mrs. Jewel Garvin, 
Chairman. Activities so far include printing 
of publicity flyers through the cooperation 
of Universal-Dixie Bindery and the possi- 
bility of future distribution through such 
organizations as the Florida State Banking 
Association. 

Since the association’s growth throws var- 
ied responsibilities on the President, Dr. 
McNeal made a motion that the Executive 
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Board authorize a petty cash amount, not 
to exceed $50.00 a year, for the use of the 
President in meeting certain necessary ex- 
penses incumbent on the office. After a sec. 
ond by Miss Keefe the motion passed. 

It was further moved by Mr. Hamilton 
that the Executive Board authorize an 
amount of $750.00 annually without fur- 
ther recourse to the Board for the necessary 
office expenses of the Executive Secretary, 
The motion was seconded by Miss Keefe 
and passed. 

Miss Nistendirk reported that House Bill 
1219 is out of the state government organ- 
izations committee and ready to go to the 
appropriations committee. She urged the 
sending of expressions of interest to the 
legislators. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m, 

Mrs. May H. Edmonds, Secretary 





Trustees Section 

Mrs. Jack Daner, Miami Beach, Chairman 
of the Trustees Section, called the meeting 
to order in the Tambourine Room of the 
Carillon Hotel at 12 noon Friday, April 
28th, 1961. 

Mrs. M. Lewis Hall of Coral Gables, 
President of the Florida Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs, was the featured speaker for 
the Trustee Luncheon. She briefly outlined 
the continued interest of the Federated 
Women’s Clubs in library establishment and 
development in Florida. She stressed the 
importance of books and reading in the life 
of the people and discussed the challenge 
presented by today’s changing world. From 
a patron’s view point, she urged that library 
trustees bring a great faith in their work 
to the libraries. She asked that they be will- 
ing to learn, that they use all their intelli- 
gence and understanding as well as their 
contacts and public relations ability to im- 
prove public libraries in Florida. She espec- 
ially stressed the importance of the proposed 
library legislation and asked that all of us 
do our utmost for the passage of it. 

The minutes were read and stood ap- 
proved as corrected. A total of $51.67 was 
reported in the treasury. 

A report on the regional meetings was 
given by Miss Verna Nistendirk. She re- 
ported excellent participation on the part 
of government officials, friends of libraries 
and trustees. It was agreed that the regional 
meetings be continued for another year. 

Mr. S. L. Townsend of Bell, Legislative 
Advocate, gave an excellent and detailed 
report on his activities. He urged each mem- 
ber to personally contact his legislators 
immediately. 
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Mrs. O. A. Russell, Key West and Mrs. 
Adele Willoughby, Stuart, nominating com- 
mittee, presented the following slate: 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Thomas Dreier, St. 

Petersburg 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs. J. D. Bruton, 
Plant City 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. 

liam Blackmon, Jasper 

Mrs. Russell asked that nominations for 
directors be made from the floor. Mrs. Max 
Suter of Jacksonville was nominated by Mr. 
§. L. Townsend and Mrs. O. A. Russell of 
Key West was nominated by Mr. Thomas 
Dreier. Dr. Ira Williams made a motion that 
the nominations be closed and accepted as 
presented. A unanimous ballot was cast for 
the above named. 

Mr. Thomas Dreier was named delegate 
to the ALA Convention in Cleveland in 
July. 

Dr. Ira Williams announced that the 
award for the outstanding trustee would be 
presented at the banquet. 

There being no further business, the meet- 
ing was adjourned. 

Mrs. William Blackmon 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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College and Special 
Libraries Section 


The College and Special Libraries Section 
of Florida Library Association held its an- 
nual meeting at 4:00 p.m., April 27, in the 
Cafe Le Can Can, Carillon Hotel, Miami 
Beach. President John Clemons presided. 

Since the minutes of the last meeting had 
been published in FLORIDA LIBRARIES, 
the President entertained a motion to dis- 
pense with the reading of the minutes. Mr. 
Orwin Rush so moved, motion was second- 
ed, and unanimously carried. 

The Treasurer’s report was then given, 
which showed a balance of $77.21 in the 
treasury as of this date. 

The next item of business was the report 
of the Nominating Committee by Mrs. 
Helen Purdy, Chairman. The committee 
presented the following slate of officers for 
1961-62: 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Leon Fordham, Day- 

tona Beach Junior College 


VICE-CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN - 
ELECT: Mrs. Mildred C. Langner, 
Jackson Memorial Library, University 
of Miami School of Medicine 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Flor- 
ence C. Bulmer, Bay Pines Veteran’s 
Hospital, St. Petersburg. 









There being no nominations from the 
floor, it was moved by Miss Charlotte 
Thompson that the slate be unanimously 
elected. Motion seconded, and carried. 

The president then turned the meeting 
over to Mr. Robert Severance, Director of 
Libraries, Air University Libraries, Ala- 
bama, who spoke to the group concerning 
careers in government and federal civil 
service. The floor was then opened for 
questions from the group concerning this 
area of library work. 

The question of establishing a Special 
Libraries Section in Florida was then 
brought before the group, and several mem- 
bers offered comments concerning this idea. 

There being no further business, the 
meeting adjourned. 

Sara Crittenden, 
Secretary-Treasurer 





Publie Libraries Section 


The Public Libraries Section met in the 
Carillon Hotel on Thursday, April 27, 1961 
at Miami Beach. 

The meeting opened with the reading of 
the minutes; they were approved as read. 
The Treasurer’s report was read, approved 
and filed for audit. 

The Status of the Library Bill (Senate 
Bill I, House Bill 1219) was given. Every- 
one was urged to do more work to insure 
its passage. 

Mrs. Helga Eason of the Miami Public 
Library gave the report of the Committee 
for the Aging. She moved that an Adult 
Services Committee be established to for- 
mulate plans to include service to the aging. 
Bill Summers seconded the motion. 

A report of the Public Relations Com- 
mittee was presented by Mrs. Jewel Garvin. 
She moved that her report be accepted and 
to approach the Florida Library Associa- 
tion to set up a Public Relations Committee 
as a sub-division of FLA. This motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Eason. This information 
is to be relayed to the Executive Board of 
FLA by the incoming Chairman of the 
Public Libraries Section. 

Mrs. Virginia Grazier gave a report of 
the Building Committee for small libraries. 
Zella Adams gave the Building Committee 
report for larger libraries. Both stated that 
the meetings were spirited, and that plans 
were viewed. Virginia Grazier recommended 
that this Committee be continued. 

These reports also were given. Patricia 
Broad on the sub-committee of the Public 
Relations Committee; Betty Service on Na- 
tion Library week at the Business Meeting 
on Saturday, April 29th. 
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BOOK REVIEW SESSION 


Mr. FRED SHAW 
Adult Book Reviews 


Dr. Ruth Rockwood announced that a 
Public Relations Workshop will be held in 
the fall at Florida State University, Talla- 
hassee. Ruth Warnecke will be in charge. 

Eleanor Ferguson of the Public Libraries 
Division of ALA was introduced. 

The Chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee presented the following slate: 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. William Summers, 

Cocoa Public Library 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Jane 

Patton, Bay County Public Library, 
Panama City 

A motion was made that the secretary 
cast an unanimous ballot and the motion 
carried. 

There being no further business, the meet- 
ing adjourned. 

Henry J. Blasick, 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Sehool and Children’s 
Libraries Section 


The School and Children’s Section of 
FLA met Friday, April 28, 1961, at 2 p.m., 
in the Cafe Le Can Can at the Carillon 
Hotel, with Miss Eunice Keen, Chairman, 
presiding. 

Miss Lois McAllister introduced the 
speaker, Nancy Jane Day, Supervisor of 
School Library Service, State Department 
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Mrs. May H. EDMONDS 
Program Chairman 


Miss JEAN LEE LATHAM 
Children’s Book Reviews 


of Education, Columbia, South Carolina, 
who spoke on “The cooperation and respon- 
sibility in meeting the needs of children and 
teen-agers reading in school and public li- 
braries.” 

Miss McAllister next introduced Mrs. 
May Edmonds, Co-ordinator of Work with 
Children and Young People, Miami Public 
Library, who gave a report on the White 
House Conference. Mrs. Edmonds intro 
duced outstanding high school library as- 
sistants who participated in career day at 
the Miami Public Library, and discussed 
recruiting methods and library scholarships 
available. 

A business meeting was held following 
the program with Miss Eunice Keen pre- 
siding. It was moved and seconded to dis- 
pense with the reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting since they had been published 
in FLORIDA LIBRARIES. 


In the absence of Mrs. Lucy Rogers, act- 
ing treasurer, Virginia Thomasson read the 
treasurer’s report. 


Mrs. Betty Lunnon gave a report on the 
work done by the committee on the pre- 
paring of “A Philosophy of Co-operation 
Between School and Public Libraries.” She 
announced that the philosophy adopted had 
been published in FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
and in the BOOK CASE. 





Miss Keen asked that a report of the 
nominating committee be given. The report 
of the nominating committee was read by 
the chairman, Miss Helen Keefe. By a un- 
animous vote, the following officers were 
elected for 1960-61: 


CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Leatha Garrison, Li- 
brary Consultant, Volusia County Pub- 
lic Schools 


VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mann, Library Supervisor, Hillsborough 
County Public Schools 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Thomasson, Kinloch Park Junior 
High School, Miami, Fla. 


REPORTER: Eleanor Harllee, DeSoto 
Elementary School, Tampa, Fla. 


After a brief message by Miss Eunice 
Keen, Mrs. Elizabeth Mann discussed legis- 
lation for libraries, and urged members to 
write legislators about library bills request- 
ing support of them. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

A short meeting of the Executive Board 
was held following the business meeting. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Mann asked that a copy of 
the minutes of the meeting be sent to the 
new officers. The meeting was adjourned. 


Virginia Thomasson 
Secretary-Treasurer 


CATALOGER’S ROUNDTABLE 


PANEL MEMBERS 


Miss Patricia Broad; Miss Edna Van Syoc; 
Miss Sarah McCook, Moderator; Miss Eleanor Lucas 


Catalogers’ Roundtable 


The thirteenth meeting of the Florida 
Catalogers’ Roundtable was a_ breakfast 
meeting April 29, 1961, in the Harlequin 
Room of the Carillon Hotel, Miami Beach, 
with 33 members present. 


The meeting was called to order by Miss 
Sarah McCook who introduced the officers 
and speakers. 


The minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved as published, and the treas- 
urer reported a balance of $29.24. 


The Nominating Committee, Carol Stone, 
Chairman; Ruth Perry and Rose Mason, 
presented the following slate of officers for 
1961-1962: 


CHAIRMAN: Miss Mary Lou Barker, 
University of South Florida 


VICE-CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN- 
ELECT, Mrs. Emmie S. Hayes, Miami 
Public Library 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: Patricia 
Broad, St. Petersburg Public Library 


There were no further nominations, and 
the secretary was instructed to cast an un- 
animous ballot for the slate, as presented. 
There was no further business, and meeting 
was adjourned. 
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The following program was presented: 

Summary of the papers: Fundamentals of 
cataloging, by Lubetzky, The purpose, pro- 
cedures and problems of Catalog Code Re- 
vision, by Wright, Problems of changing 
from the old to the new rules, by Tauber 
and Kingery. Edna Van Syoc. 

Summary of the papers: Personal and 
Corporate Authorship. Patricia Broad. 

Summary of the papers: Government 
Documents and Entries under Title. Sarah 
McCook. 

Summary of the papers: Experiment in 
the Application of the Revised Rules, by 
Faulkner and Spalding. A Reference Librar- 
ian looks at the Proposed Code, by Watkins. 
Eleanor Lucas. 


Lilian T. Urschel, 
Secretary-Treasurer 





Referenee Roundtable 


Mrs. Felicia Traxler, Chairman, called 
the luncheon business meeting to order in 
the Harlequin Room of the Carillon Hotel, 
Miami, Beach, April 28, 1961 at 1:30 p.m. 
There were 99 persons present, 74 of whom 
joined the chapter for the coming year. 
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REFERENCE ROUNDTABLE 
SPEAKERS TABLE AT LUNCHEON MEETING 


Mrs. Felicia Traxler, Mrs. Sue R. Walker, Mrs. Ethel McLendon, 
Mr. Leon Fordham, Dr. Margaret Knox, Moderator, and Miss Lucille Bostdorff 
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The first order of business was the reading 
of the minutes of the last meeting by Mrs. 
Sue R. Walker, Secretary-Treasurer. Mrs. 
Walker had been appointed to fill out the 
unexpired term of Miss Helen Walters, who 
resigned when she moved out of the state. 
The minutes were approved by the group. 

Miss Lucia Tryon, Chairman of the Nom- 
inating Committee, presented the slate of 
officers for the year 1961-62 as follows: 


CHAIRMAN: Richard Neuman, Business 
Division, Miami Public Library 

VICE - CHAIRMAN and CHAIRMAN - 
ELECT: Mrs. Aline Davis, Librarian, 
Gainesville High School 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: Ray Row- 
land, Library Director, Jacksonville 
University 


The above slate was accepted, and the 
vote was unanimous. 

Mrs. {Traxler then presented Dr. Margaret 
E. Knox, Head of Reference and Bibliogra- 
phy, University of Florida Libraries, Gaines- 
ville, Moderator of the panel, and Dr. Knox 
introduced the other panel members. 

Mrs. Ethel McLendon, Duval County Ma- 
terials Center, Jacksonville Public Schools, 




















gave us some very provocative thoughts on 
the vital problems we are facing in the use 
of machines in school libraries. 

Miss Lucille Bostdorff, Librarian, St. 
Petersburg Public Library, presented the 
problems of indexing loose materials, es- 
pecially documents and periodicals (includ- 
ing newspapers). : 

Leon Fordham, Librarian, Daytona Beach 
Junior College, expressed two needs for the 
opening of new junior colleges. 

1. A selected list of reference books 
available and their sources. 

2. Sufficient funds to establish the junior 
college libraries before the college is open. 

Dr. Knox stressed the need for: 

1. Quick access to materials 

2. Instruction in the use of the library for 
all students 

3. Referral by high school or junior coll- 
ege librarians of students only when they 
have already exhausted the resources of 
their own school library. 

Dr. Knox will send a summary of these 
discussions to FLORIDA LIBRARIES for 
publication. 

A lively discussion followed the presenta- 
tion of these reference problems resulting in 
the request for the formation of two com- 
mittees. Mr. Neuman, the incoming chair- 
man, was instructed by a “yes” vote to 
“appoint a committee to investigate the 
possibility of a co-operative indexing project 
on local Florida materials.” 

Mrs. Traxler asked that she be allowed to 
appoint the present panel as a committee to 
work out a referral form to be used by stu- 
dents who wish to obtain more reference 
help and material than is available in their 
own high school or junior college libraries. 
The request was approved. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 


Mrs. Sue R. Walker, 
Secretary-Treasurer 





General Business Session 


The fifth general session of the 38th 
Annual Meeting of the Florida Library As- 
sociation was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Elliot Hardaway, at 10:00 a.m., April 
29, 1961, in the Cafe Le Can Can, Carillon 
Hotel, Miami Beach. 

Mr. Hardaway welcomed the delegates. 
After a motion was approved dispensing 
with the reading of the minutes of the last 
business meeting, President Hardaway called 
attention to the report of the Nominating 
Committee which had been presented at the 
first general session. He explained that since 





our present ALA Councillor, Dr. Archie 
McNeal, is also an ALA Executive Board 
Member, it became necessary to elect a 
new ALA Councillor. After calling for nom- 
inations from the floor and receiving none, 
Mr. Hardaway announced that the election 
would proceed. Betty Ferris and Richard 
Neuman were named tellers and the -ballots 
were distributed. During the counting of 
the ballots, business continued with a dis- 
cussion of convention sites. 

The President announced that the 1962 
Annual Meeting will be held in Jacksonville 
and that invitations for 1963 have been re- 
ceived from St. Petersburg, Tampa, West 
Palm Beach and Lakeland. Miss Zella 
Adams added a personal note to the West 
Palm Beach invitation. Mr. Hardaway asked 
Fred Bryant to explain the difficulties in 
accepting invitations for such a large con- 
vention, where lack of hotel accommoda- 
tions, exhibit space or meeting rooms might 
present insurmountable problems. Mr. Bry- 
ant asked for an expression of opinion from 
the. membership on the idea of a permanent 
convention site, or a cycle of permanent 
sites. The tenor of the discussion was in 
opposition to committing the Association 
to permanent sites. 

Mrs. Helga Eason, FLA Representative 
to the White House Conference on Aging, 
reported on that meeting held in Washing- 
ton, January 9-12. 


Mr. Hardaway called for Committee re- 
ports. Mrs. Betty W. Service, Chairman of 
1961 National Library Week in Florida, 
reported with the following recommenda- 
tions: that the 1962 National Library Week 
director be appointed immediately, and that 
money be appropriated to finance the neces- 
sary mailings of the Committee. 


Dr. Frank Sessa, Chairman of the Legis- 
lative Committee, called attention to Senate 
Bill 1 and House Bill 1219, which need 
wide support on the local level. He paid 
special tribute to the efforts of Mrs. M. 
Lewis Hall, President of the Florida Associ- 
ation of Women’s Clubs, Mrs. T. Q. Srygley, 
Library Chairman of the Florida Associa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, and to Mr. Simeon 
Townsend, FLA’s Legislative Advocate. Dr. 
Sessa moved the adoption of two resolutions 
prepared by the Committee to be forwarded 
to the Governor. One conveyed the Associ- 
ation’s support of Senate Bill 329 and the 
corresponding House Bill concerning im- 
proved school library service. The other 
registered FLA support of public library 
legislation in Senate Bill 1 and House Bill 
1219. The motion, seconded jointly by 
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Helen Keefe and Thomas Dreier, was passed 
unanimously. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s report, showing 
a balance of $4,103.80, had been distributed 
to the meeting and filed for audit. President 
Hardaway appointed Zella Adams to chair 
the Auditing Committee and William Sum- 
mers to assist her. 

The assembly adopted resolutions express- 
ing thanks and appreciation prepared by a 
Resolutions Committee composed of Ann 
Weaver, Archie McNeal and De Lyle 
Runge, Chairman. 

Outgoing section chairmen were asked 
to introduce the new section officers. 

College and Special Libraries 

CHAIRMAN: Leon Fordham, Daytona 

Beach Junior College Library 
V. CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Mildred C. Lang- 
ner, Jackson Memorial Hospital Li- 
brary, University of Miami School of 
Medicine 
SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Flor- 
ence C. Bulmer, Bay Pines Veterans 
Hospital, St. Petersburg 
Public Libraries 

CHAIRMAN: William Summers, Cocoa 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Jane Pat- 

ton, Panama City 


Trustees 
CHAIRMAN: Thomas Dreier, St. Peters- 
burg 
V. CHAIRMAN: Mrs. J. D. Bruton, Jr.. 
Plant City 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Wm. 
Blackmon, Jasper 

DIRECTORS: Mrs. O. A. Russell, Key 
West; Mrs. Max Suter, Jacksonville 

School and Children’s Section 

CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Leatha Garrison, 
Daytona Beach 

V. CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Elizabeth Mann, 
Supervisor of Libraries, Hillsborough 
County Schools, Tampa 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Virginia 
Thomasson, Miami 

REPORTER: Eleanor Harllee, Tampa 


Mr. Hardaway turned over the meeting to 
the incoming President, Mrs. Betty S. Lun- 
non, to preside for the report of election 
results and the introduction of new officers: 


VICE PRESIDENT and PRESIDENT 
ELECT: Mrs. Ruth H. Rockwood, FSU 
Library School 

SECRETARY: Oscar Everhart, 
Beach Public Library 

TREASURER: Robert E. Hamilton, Mar- 
tin County Library, Stuart 

ALA COUNCILLOR: Frank Sessa, Mi- 
ami Public Library 


Miami 
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Mrs. Lunnon expressed her appreciation 
to the outgoing officers and asked for the 
continuing co-operation of all members in 
the year ahead. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50. 

Mrs. May H. Edmonds 
Secretary 





FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR YEAR 
1960-1961 


Monies invested with First Federal 

of Gainesville $2,533.33 
Monies on Deposit in Florida National 

Bank, Gainesville 


RECEIPTS 
Membership, 1960$ 44.00 
Membership, 1961 1,706.40 
Convention, 1960 
Clearwater 
Exhibit space 
Combined 
exhibit 
Convention, 1961 
Miami Beach 
Exhibit space 880.00 
Florida National Bank 
Coral Gables - 
Close former 3,500.80 
Treasurer’s Acct. 


1,056.84 
1,081.72 


Receipts Total 
EXPENDITURES 


FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
Ed. Honorarium 300.00 
Membership 

567.75 


$8,269.76 


Allotment 


Total 
Executive Secretary 

Honorarium 

Printing 

Postage, Telephone, 

Clerical & Office 

Travel 


867.75 


25.00 
180.01 


681.25 
608.27 
Total 2,294.53 
Officers & General 
Expenses 
Printing, Postage, 
Office expenses 
Travel 
Convention, 1961 
Miami Beach 
Legislative 
Advocate 
General 


117.28 
393.85 


214.87 


301.21 
9.80 


Total 

First Federal of 
Gainesville - 
Investment 


1,037.01 
2,500.00 


Total expenditures 
Balance in Florida 
National Bank, 
Gainesville, Fla. 


BALANCE April 21, 1961 
Robert E. Hamilton, 
Treasurer 


1,570.47 


$4,103.80 
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Exeeutive Board Minutes 


The meeting was called to order by 
President Lunnon at 11:10 a.m., April 29, 
1961 in the Sales Board Room of the Car- 
illon Hotel in Miami Beach. Present were: 
Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Mrs. Ruth Rockwood, 
Oscar Everhart, Robert Hamilton, Dr. Frank 
Sessa, Elliott Hardaway, Dr. Archie Mc- 
Neal. Fred Bryant, Mrs. Leatha Garrison, 
Leon Fordham, Mrs. Madeline Riffey, 
Thomas Dreier and William Summers. 


Mr. John Clemons asked that time be 
set aside in the program for a dinner meet- 
ing for Florida State University Alumni. 
After much discussion it was concluded 
that program time could not be given to 
such a group since it would deny attendance 
to many others. Denied. 


Choice of the 1963 meeting location. In- 
vitations were received from West Palm 
Beach, St. Petersburg, Tampa, Lakeland and 
Miami Beach. It was moved that the Execu- 
tive Secretary investigate the Tampa facili- 
ties, but that St. Petersburg seemed the best 
choice. Dr. McNeal moved that the choice 
be left to the Executive Secretary. Seconded 
by Elliott Hardaway and passed. 


National Library Week Chairman. It was 
unanimously approved to ask Elizabeth Cole 
of Tallahassee to accept the National Li- 
brary Week chairmanship for the coming 
year. She is to choose her own committee 
and to submit a budget for approval by the 
Executive Board. 


Florida Libraries. Mrs. Madeline Riffey 
tendered her resignation as Editor of Flor- 
ida Libraries to take effect after the publi- 
cation of the June, 1961 issue. A vote of 
thanks was given to Mrs. Riffey for her 
splendid work by the Executive Board. Sev- 
eral names were suggested as successors, 
and the Board will appoint a new Editor in 
the near future. 


Mrs. Riffey presented a financial report 
of Florida Libraries and asked that more 
money be given for the issuing of the per- 
iodical. It was felt by the Board that rather 
than raise the allotment from seventy-five 
cents to one dollar, it would be better to 
keep the allotment the same and make up 
any deficiencies from regular FLA funds. 


Mrs. Riffey also asked that the FLA 
Auditing Committee audit the financial re- 
port of Florida Libraries and the Board 





EXECUTIVE BOARD 1960-1961 


Seated: Mr. Fred Bryant, Mrs. Betty 


Lunnon, Mrs. Ruth Rockwood, Mr. Oscar 


Everhart, Mr. Robert Hamilton. Standing: Dr. Frank Sessa, Mr. Thomas, Dreier, Mrs. 
Leatha Garrison, Mr. Elliott Hardaway, Mrs. Madeline Riffey, Mr. William Summers 
and Mr. Leon Fordham. Not in photograph: Dr. Archie McNeal. 
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voted to audit the report in future editions, 
beginning with Volume 12. 

An increase in the price for back issues 
of Florida Libraries was asked from twenty- 
five to fifty cents and the increase was 
granted. 

It was suggested that the President set up 
a Public Relations Committee for the whole 
association, as has been in operation in the 
Public Libraries Division, with perhaps the 
same people on the committee, as are now 
on it. The committee would then function 
for the whole association. 

It was moved by Robert Hamilton and 
seconded by Dr. Archie McNeal, that 250 
copies of the Florida Library Association 
Directory be printed and supplied free upon 
request from the Executive Secretary. 

Since one member of the State Library 
Board’s term has expired, it was moved by 
Dr. McNeal that the FLA, in a letter to the 
Governor, recommend three names for the 
vacancy. This letter to be sent by the Presi- 
dent of the Association. Names suggested: 
Mr. S. L. Townsend, Gilchrist County, Mrs. 
J. D. Bruton, Plant City, and Mrs. J. Hilbert 
Sapp, Orlando. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 


Oscar C. Everhart, 
Secretary 


The Executive 
SECRETARY 


by FRED BRYANT 

The Florida Library Association conven- 
tion held at the Carillon Hotel, Miami 
Beach, April 27-29, was a great success. 

Four-hundred seventeen were registered, 
and although this was not the largest regis- 
tration in our history, it was an enthusiastic 
group which kept meetings and social 
events lively. 

Forty-one exhibitors were present and 
twenty-eight firms which could not have 
representatives present participated in the 
Combined Publishers’ Exhibit. All exhibits 
were well set-up and attractive. The Com- 
bined Publishers Exhibit, under the Chair- 
manship of Mrs. Jewel Garvin, Health Cen- 
ter Library, Gainesville, was an outstanding 
lay-out. The props for this were prepared 
by the Miami Public Library staff, with Mr. 
Rocky Wysocki and Mr. Frank Eden hand- 
ling the major portion of the work. 

The convention next year will be held 
March 29-31 at the George Washington 
Hotel in Jacksonville. Our last convention 
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at this hotel was a fine one, for they have @ 
special convention staff and put on a good 
convention. 

FLA membership is now 901. There is no 
doubt that the activities of the Membership 
Committee headed by John Clemons, FSU 
Library School, has a great deal to do with 
this. John did much work, and the forms 
which he mailed out were returned with 
great results. We appreciate the work of 
those people in the various sections of the 
state who collected memberships. We'll 
break 1,000 next year, won’t we? 

The FLA Directory for 1961 will be 
completed by approximately June 15. Those 
desiring copies please request from the 
Executive Secret'iry. 


FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 
April 1, 1960 - March 31, 1961 
Volume 11, Nos. 1-3 and Volume 12, No. 1 
Cash in bank April 1, 1960 $ 359.77 
Cash received April 1, 1960- 
March 31, 1961: 
Advertising 
Subscriptions 
F.L.A. Allotment 
(Memberships ) 
State Library subsidy ... 
Sale of back issues 


$2790.12 


$3149.89 
Cash paid April 1, 1960- 


March 31, 1961: 
Printing & Engraving .. 
Photography 

(June °60 issue) 
Postage & telephone 

(4-1-60 - 9-19-60) .... 
Office supplies 
Travel expense 
Mailing service 124.75 
Advertising commissions 159.38 
Bank charges 4.00 


.$ 2103.76 
45.00 


$2.32 
101.16 
53.69 


$2644.06 


505.83 
Cash in bank March 31, 1961 


BALANCE SHEET MARCH 31, 1961 


ASSETS 
Cash 
Accounts Receivable: 
Advertising 
Sale of back files ... 


505.83 


$ 328.75 


834.58 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable: 
Printing 
(March ’61 issue) .$ 
Advertising commissions 
Mailing service 
Postage & telephone 
(9-20-60 - 3-31-61). $ 815.43 


Surplus: 


19.15 | 
834.58 
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Medieal Librarians 
Hold Conferenees 


A Conference for Hospital Librarians 
was held March 9-10, 1961 in the Library 
of the J. Hillis Miller Health Center, Uni- 
versity of Florida, Gainesville. Librarians 
and staff participated in six instruction per- 
iods covering acqVisitions, serials, catalog- 
ing and reference. A problem period was 
held at the end of the Conference and was 
tempered to an open forum on any ques- 
tions presented. At the close of this last 
period, the group recommended to Fred 
Bryant, Librarian of the Health Center 
Library, that the Confere: ce be made an 
annual one and that it be « xtended to three 
days. 

Social functions included a banquet and 
a buffet luncheon. Participants in the in- 
struction period included Christa Marie 
Sykes, Eunice Disney, Dot Byron, Mayo 
Drake and Fred Bryant. 


Regional Conference 
Organized 


A new Regional Conference of Florida 
Medical Librarians has been formed. The 
organizational meeting took place at the 
Veterans Administration Center, Bay Pines, 
Florida, April 19th. Attending were medical 
library personnel from Mound Park Hos- 
pital, St. Petersburg, St. Anthony’s Hospi- 
tal, St. Petersburg, VA Center, Bay Pines, 
Memorial Hospital, Sarasota, Manatee Vet- 
erans Memorial, Bradenton, and the VA 
Regional Office, Pass-a-Grille, Florida. 

Officers were elected as follows: 


PRESIDENT: Mrs. Pauline H. Woold- 
ridge, Sarasota Memorial Hospital 


VICE-PRESIDENT: Mrs. Stephanig Os- 
born, St. Anthony’s Hospital 


SECRETARY: Miss Mildred I. Moore, 
Mound Park Hospital 


TREASURER: Mrs. Florence M. Bulmer, 
VA Center, Bay Pines 


Committee chairmen were appointed to 
head the following committees: Member- 
ship, Mrs. Eleanor P. Diekema, of the 
Manatee Veterans Memorial Hospital, 
Bradenton; Social Program, Mrs. Christine 
J. Metcalf, of the VA Regional Office, Pass- 
a-Grille; Publicity, Mrs. Helen C. Donnelly, 
of the VA Center, Bay Pines, Florida; and 
By-laws, Mrs. Lewis Hughes, of Memorial 
Hospital, Sarasota, Florida. 


The group plans to meet at participating 
hospitals throughout the year and plans to 
co-ordinate and mutually assist in the op- 
eration of the medical libraries in all the 
hospitals along the Suncoast of Florida. The 
next meeting is planned for May 24th at 
St. Anthony’s Hospital, St. Petersburg, fol- 
lowed by a luncheon at the Wedgwood ‘Inn, 
St. Petersburg. Guest speaker at the May 
24th meeting will be Mr. Fred Bryant, Li- 
brarian, J. Hillis Miller Health Center Li- 
brary, University of Florida, Gainesville. 


FSU Alumni Meet 


The FSU Library School Alumni Asso- 
ciation held its annual meeting on Thurs- 
day afternoon, April 27, at the Carillon 
Hotel in Miami Beach during the FLA 
Convention. The meeting was not included 
in the conference schedule, and only seven- 
teen members attended the short business 
meeting conducted by the president, Sara 
Crittenden. 

Dean Louis Shores proposed that a time 
be set for the meeting during FLA in Jack- 
sonville in 1962 and the Executive Board 
notified in order to have the alumni meeting 
published in the convention schedule. The 
group decided to have a dinner meeting 
from 6:00-8:15 p.m. on Thursday during 
FLA. Dean Shores also asked the group to 
consider other possible times for meetings: 
ALA Conventions and during Homecoming 
at FSU. 

A committee is to be appointed by the 
new president to study the constitution and 
suggest needed revisions for vote at next 
year’s meeting. 

New officers were elected as follows: 


PRESIDENT: Mrs. Ethel McLendon, Du- 
val County Materials Center 


VICE-PRESIDENT: Ruth Marshall, FSU 
Library 
SECRETARY: Beth Daane, Gainesville 
Public Library 
TREASURER: John Clemons, FSU Li- 
brary School 
Beth Daane, Secretary 


In Memoriam 


MRS. JULIA H. SIMMONS 
Librarian, Lake Worth Public Library 


MISS MARY BRIGHT 
Librarian, St. Petersburg Public Library 





Newsnotes 
trom Florida 
Librarians... 


__. NEWSNOTE REPORTERS 

School & Children’s Section Mrs. Sara Srygley 
Trustees Section Mrs. Reba Daner 

: Public Library Section 
Patricia Broad, Chairman; Mrs. Emmie S. Hayes, Fred 
Andrews and Charlotte Moughton. 

College and Special Libraries Section 

Mary Lou Barker, Chairman; John Buechler, Merle S. 
Doran, Doris H. Clark, Mrs. Carolyn T. Fletcher and 
Letty Morehouse 


The Public Relations Committee of the 
Public Library Section has had a busy year 
distributing fliers about Florida Public Li- 
braries, interesting the Outdoor Advertising 
Association and Bankers Association in han- 
dling library publicity and serving as the 
nucleus for the Combined Publishers Ex- 
hibit Committee at the convention. 

On April 20th, the Albertson Public Li- 
brary in Orlando sponsored a reading im- 
provement clinic with tests given on ma- 
chines operated by the director of the local 
Reading Improvement Clinic, Marilyn Potz. 

The Friends of the Library of the city 
of St. Petersburg recently received a check 
for $5,000 from an estate bequest as well 
as a check for $100 to be used for the ac- 
quisition of colorful Children’s Room fur- 
niture in memory of Mrs. Blanche Dreier. 
A member of the Friends gave $1,300 to be 
used to purchase a new Multilith printer and 
related supplies for the Library’s Processing 
Department. 

One of the most unusual of all memorials 
ever received by the St. Petersburg Library 
is a lovely white orchid developed by Mr. 
Jack Sweet of Earl J. Small Orchids, which 
has been registered at the world orchid 
headquarters in London as the Cattleya 
Mary Bright, in honor of the former city 
librarian Miss Mary Bright who died re- 
cently. 

The Fort Lauderdale Public Library re- 
ceived $2,700 from the Bookfellows Club 
of Fort Lauderdale and has been able with 
the aid of this generous gift to put its new 
Student Reference Section into full time 
operation. New equipment for this service 
to young patrons included reference books, 
shelving, a card catalog and a desk for the 
Student Reference Librarian. 
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PERSONNEL 

Allen Morris, in charge of the Photo- 
graphic archives of the Florida State Uni- 
versity Library, has had a book accepted 
as a state text. Our Florida Government 
will be a state textbook for Junior High 
School government courses. 

FSU Library has published the report of 
a research project recently completed by 
N. Orwin Rush, Director of FSU Libraries. 
The project concerned Asa Shinn Mercer’s 
book The Banditti of the Plains. This is a 
frontier story of the burning of a book and 
the freedom of the press. Only a few copies 
of Mercer’s book remain, and the mention 
of it still brings fire to the eyes of Western 
cattlemen. 

Mrs. Joan Scheinholtz, formerly of Pitts- 
burgh, is the new children’s librarian at the 
Pensacola Public Library. 

Mrs. Patsy Perry has joined the Tampa 
Public Library Reference Department after 
graduating from North Texas State College 
where she was president of the national un- 
dergraduate library science fraternity. 

BUILDINGS 

Formal opening ceremonies for the Uni- 
versity of South Florida Library Building 
were held on April 9. Thomas Dreier, Chair- 
man of the Florida State Library Board, 
gave the main address and Ellsworth Sim- 
mons, Chairman of the Hillsborough County 
Commission, cut the ribbon. Several hun- 
dred people toured the library during the 
afternoon. The library opened for service 
to the University students and staff on April 
14, 

On April 4 the University of Miami's 
Board of Trustees approved the completion 
of the Otto G. Richter Library. The $2,- 


574.770 building contract was awarded to. 
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M. R. Harrison Construction Corp. as low- 
est bidder. Additional costs, including archi- 
tects’ fee, furniture, shelving and contin- 
gency fund, will add $544,000 to this total. 
Completion is scheduled for twelve months 
from the date construction began, May 11. 
Installation of furniture and equipment will 
take additional time, but every effort will 
be made to have the building ready by the 
time the ALA convention opens on Miami 
Beach in 1962. 

The Brockway Memorial Library in Mi- 
ami Shores held open house for the public 
on April 7th to display two new wings, the 
first containing stacks for 20,000 books, 
the second a large well-equipped workroom. 
A new Reference Department has been 
created and air-conditioning added. 

The Titusville Woman’s Club has deeded 
thirty-two feet of property to the city, which 
with adjacent property will provide a lot 
adequate for a new library. The building is 
in the planning stage and construction 
should be started within the next six months. 


COLLECTIONS 


Valuable additions to the University of 
Florida holdings of Florida manuscript let- 


ters include the gift from Senator Spessard 
L. Holland of papers covering his terms as 
a member of the Florida Senate (1932-1940) 
and as Governor of Florida (1941-1945). 
In presenting the papers to the P. K. Yonge 
Library of Florida History, Senator Holland 
told library officials that he expects to add 
papers from his term in the U.S. Senate 
at a later date. These papers are of vital 
importance as source materials in the writing 
of the political and historical development 
of the state. 

Other recent acquisitions of historical 
significance to the P. K. Yonge Library 
include the gubernatorial papers of William 
Sherman Jennings, eighteenth Governor of 
Florida (1901-05). Presented by Mrs. Wil- 
liam Sherman Jennings and her son, Sherman 
Bryan Jennings, the bequest also includes 
some of Mrs. Jennings’ papers; Mrs. Jen- 
nings has been prominent for many years 
in civic and club work throughout the state 
of Florida. 

Lucia Tryon reports that the Pensacola 
Library has received an interesting gift 
collection of books concerning arms and 
armour of the Middle Ages. 


The Special Collections Department of the 
University of Florida Libraries has received 
a collection of memorabilia of nineteenth 
and twentieth century English and American 
stage, on indefinite loan from the John and 
Mable Ringling Museum of Art at Sarasota, 
Florida. This collection of about 16,000 
pieces includes playbills, theatre programs, 
photographs of actors and actresses, heralds, 
magazines and letters. The Ringling Theatre 
Collection will become an important part of 
the Dance-Theatre Archives. 

Mills Memorial Library of Rollins Col- 
lege has received several valuable gifts 
including a fourteenth century copy of the 
Koran, complete text, hand written in Ara- 
bic on parchment, richly illustrated and in 
an overlap case of hand-tooled leather; and 
a folio; manuscript of 1744 in the hand of 
the Spanish military authority and geography 
expert, Pedro de Rivera. 


Editor’s notes 


My resignation as editor of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES was accepted by the Board at 
the FLA convention, and a new editor will 
be appointed by the Board in the near 
future. I regret that my commitments next 
year will not allow me to continue serving 
in this interesting position. 

I am most grateful for the co-operation 
and help received from our Executive Sec- 
retary, Fred Bryant, and all the Section 
Chairmen. Advertising was capably handled 
by Ray Rowland of Jacksonville University 
and William Summers of the Cocoa Public 
Library who was kind enough to delay his 
resignation in order to help with the first 
issue which I edited. 

Miss Patricia Broad, Miss Mary Lou 
Weaver, Mrs. Sara Syrgley, Mrs. Reba 
Daner and the committee members who 
worked with them as reporters for News- 
notes have my sincere thanks for their fine 
reporting. I am also grateful to them for 
helping to collect backfile copies which are 
urgently needed to fill orders. 

I am most grateful, too, for the gracious 
and patient advice of Mr. Don Craver of 
the Parker Art Printing Company during the 
last year. 
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It was a pleasure to meet and work with 
so many amiable and obliging Florida Li- 
brarians, and I regret that other obligations 
make it necessary for me to resign after pub- 
lication of this issue. 

For the benefit of the new Editor, I should 
like to emphasize that a deadline — is a 
deadline — is a deadline! Copy for any issue 
should be sent to the Editor at least one 
month prior to the month of publication— 
that is February 1, May 1, August 1 and 
November 1. 

Clean copy is typewritten and double- 
spaced with one-inch margins on three sides 
and two-inch top margin. Approximately 
two and one-half pages of such typing (pica 
type) equals one page of printing in FLOR- 
IDA LIBRARIES in the current format. 

I am certain the new Editor will be pleased 
to consider any long or short articles of in- 
terest to FLA members — particularly if 
they conform to the rules for clean copy. 


























































































occasional rector, and (in Rome) minis- 
terial officials came in from Trieste and 
Turin in the north and from Palermo 
and Messina in Sicily, for two day dis- 
cussions which were lively, informative 
and productive. But I will not wear you 
down with a detailed report on those 
sessions. The full proceedings* will be 
published in Italy, and I have prepared 
a full dress report on the Italian uni- 
versity library situation that will be pub- 
lished in the May 1961 issue of College 
and Research Libraries. 

Quite unlike the general level of ex- 
cellence in the British library service, 
the picture in Italy is one of great ex- 
tremes. The only point of similarity be- 
tween the two countries is that both 
are endowed with ancient libraries, rich 
in early printed books and manuscripts, 
and both have too many libraries for 
one person to more than sample. Italy, 
for example, is not content with one 
national library; there are seven, and 




















































































































*The proceedings of the Naples session appear 
in the March - June 1960 issue of Studi Eco- 
nomici (Univ. di Napoli). 

















24 





BACKFILE 
Since I cannot send thanks to the many 
members who have sent back issues (many 
of them anonymously), please accept ‘this 
sincere thank you for your co-operation, 
Demand for back issues, including complete 
backfiles, is increasing. Florida’s new librar 
ies, various library schools, new subscribers 
and members desiring extra copies have ex- 
hausted some issues and depleted others. 
The following issues are still needed up 
gently: 
Vol. 1 — all numbers 
Vol. 3 — No. 3 and No. 
Vol. 4 — No. 1 and No. 
Vol. 5 — No. 1 and No. 
Vol. 6 — No. 2 and No. 
Vol. 7 — No. 4 
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Vol. 8 — No. 4 
Vol. 9 — No. 4 
Vol. 11 — No. 2 
Vol. 12 — No. 1 





Through Britain and Italy by Bibliobus... 


(Continued from Page 8) 


two of them, in Florence and in Rome, 
are called “national central libraries.” 

On the one hand there are striking 
peaks of excellence on the Italian library 
scene, and on the other there are de- 
pressions to which even the most euphoric 
of Italian librarians must react as Nor- 
man Douglas did to Italian breakfasts, 


Public Libraries 


The public library movement that we 
know as a free educational and cultural 
service accessible to all classes and ages 
of readers is still a new venture in Italy, 
almost a post war phenomenon accom- 
panying in a halting way the new demo- 
cratic government and the first efforts 
to spread education to all people. Almost 
every Italian city and town does have 4 
biblioteca civica or biblioteca communale, 
but this in most cases is a reference 
library, often surprisingly endowed with 
rare books and manuscripts, and directed 
only to a limited group of advanced 
students, government officials and schol- 
ars. But the occasional biblioteca popo- 


lare, essential in eradicating illiteracy, is 
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indeed a poor cousin. In the great and 
sophisticated city of Rome it is housed 
in a most inadequate building off a back 
alley, with space for no more than ten 
readers at one time and with all of its 
small and shabby book collections in 
closed stacks. Its hours are from 8:30- 
12:30 and 4:00-7:00. Twenty meagre 
branch libraries open on Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 4:00-7:00 only. In Naples 
there is no public library service at all. 


Recent Progress 


But there are hopeful signs on the 
horizon. The new city librarian in Rome 
is a charming lady who will, with some 
support, make up for inexperience with 
imagination and vigor. I was delighted 
one morning when I had battled my way 
into my daily commuter bus to find an 
imaginative and colorful library poster 
hanging from one of the straps alongside 
similar posters advertising movies and 
liver nostrums. This led us at USIS to 
arrange a special program on Mrs. Car- 
reras’ behalf, to which we invited her 
staff and an influential group of Rome’s 


city officials. We had a lively two-hour 
discussion of the potentials of modern 
public library service. 


Milan's New Library 


Against this background it was tre- 
mendously exciting to visit Milan’s city 
library, one of the finest I have seen 
anywhere. Restored four years ago after 
bombing, the central library is handsome 
and efficient in its architecture, furnished 
with the most modern of library equip- 
ment and processes, and operated with 
a generous and enlightened sense of pub- 
lic service. It is a revolutionary develop- 
ment in Italy, and most particularly in 
the psychology of its relationships with 
staff and public. I was especially charmed 
by one of its branch units, all of which 
have been designed with architectural 
grace. On a fine Saturday afternoon I 
visited Milan’s spacious, beautifully land- 
scaped city park. On a knoll in the 
center is a modern concrete and glass 
building with interesting concrete statu- 
ary in the patio. One half of the building 


is an attractive public library, ‘Biblioteca 
del Parco,’ with comfortable furniture 
and a good current selection of books, 
open Monday through Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00p.m. and on Sundays 
from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00p.m. I was met 
at the door not by an officious, uniformed 
guard but by a pleasant lady who took 
pains to assure me that this was a mu- 
nicipal lending library, freely available 
to anyone. I take pains to assure you 
that this is a remarkable event in Italy. 
But there is more to the story, something 
American librarians would do well to 
emulate. The other half of the building, 
with interior access, is a typically gay 
Italian bar or cafe, with brightly colored 
umbrellas over the outdoor tables, where 
children can have ice cream or hot dogs 
while their parents have espresso coffee, 
vermuth, wine or coca cola. And to both 
parents and children the library staff 
offers the further refreshment of books. 


Way south in Pozzuoli on the Bay of 
Naples, where there is no public library 
service, I visited a remarkable industrial 
library. I had read of the new factory 
erected there by the Olivetti people and 
had wondered whether so enlightened a 
firm would have a library, so I asked my 
hosts, who knew nothing of it, to drive 
me out. We weren’t disappointed, for we 
found a library as modern as one of 
the firm’s products, and set in the hand- 
somest factory, building I’ve ever seen, 
looking out past sunken gardens to the 
Bay of Naples. The company library is 
both a technical information center and 
a cultural and educational center, offer- 
ing discussion forums and musical con- 
certs in addition to a thoughtfully se- 
lected book collection. Workers and their 
families may take books home for a 
month at a time and each reader is en- 
couraged to write a book review. Each 
month the best review is published in 
the company magazine, and its writer 
is given a book of his selection as a prize. 
When one realizes the desperate struggle 
against illiteracy in Italy, especially in 
southern Italy, the so-called Mezzogi- 
orno region, one’s admiration is unlim- 
ited. Modern industry requires a literate 
corps of workers. 
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University Libraries 


The university libraries offer equally 
violent contrasts. At the great Catholic 
University of Milan, the main reading 
room reminded me of nothing so much 
as a prison dining hall. One enters into 
a corridor formed by shoulder high par- 
titions running the length of the dingy, 
unadorned room. On either side of these 
barriers extend long reading tables, with 
not a book shelf in sight. On one side of 
the room sit the men students, and on 
the other the women. At the far end of 
the room stands a grim and uniformed 
functionary, behind whose back are a 
few book shelves with locked grill doors. 
Here is a small collection of simple 
reference books and texts of standard 
Italian authors. Any student who wants 
to consult a dictionary or an encyclo- 
pedia volume must brave the beadle. 
No wonder that the books were dusty, 
and the one new set, Bompiani’s en- 
cyclopedia, had never had its plastic 
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wrapper removed. In the same city ] 
visited Italy’s finest university for a@ 
vanced work in business and economics, 
Here, too, all of the reference books 
were in locked cases, and the main book 
collection in closed stacks; but in addi 
tion I was struck by a row of locked 
glass display cases in the corridor. Here 
were all the current issues of the few 
periodicals received by the library. Both 
of these universities, by the way, are 
modern ones, which have been estab- 
lished in the present century. 


University of Rome 


In Rome I visited several of the insti- 
tute or departmental libraries of the Uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Letters and Philos 
ophy, in a recently opened addition to the 
central university building; all books were 
in locked cases. In the same building I 
visited three of the several departmental 
libraries of the Faculty of Law, those for 
Roman Law, Comporative Law and the 
History of Law. 

Each had its own rather limited book 
collection in locked cases, each was 
highly duplicative of the others. Each 
was accessible only to the students and 
teachers of the particular department on 
a meagre schedule, and each had its own 
amateurish manuscript card catalog. No- 
where, not even in the university’s central 
library, was there a union catalog. 

The University of Rome is said to have 
200 such libraries, 23 in the same build 
ing as the central library, and nowhere in 
the university is there any central ad 
ministration or co-ordination of them 
or any central information about them. 


University of Perugia 


At the University of Perugia there is 
no central library; there are 43 libraries. 
When’ I tell you also that there are 43 
professors, you will understand the forces 
at work and the problems of our com 
ferences. When I tell you further that 
in all of the 32 research libraries (12 of 
them state university libraries) operated 
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by the enlightened Office of Academies 
and Libraries in the Ministry at Rome, 
there are fewer staff members than in the 
Bibliothéque Nationale or in the British 
Museum Library alone, you will marvel 
all the more, as I did, at the improve- 
ments installed and foreseen by this de- 
voted and idealistic cadre of professional 
librarians in Italy. 


University of Pavia 


At the ancient University of Pavia, for 
example, the catalog since 1958 is on 
cards of international standard size, typed 
or printed when available, and there is a 
serious attack on re-cataloging older por- 
tions of the collections. The librarian is 
slowly accumulating a union catalog of 
periodicals in the thirty or more depart- 
mental libraries, over which he, inciden- 
tally, has no control. His own collections 
are almost all on open shelves, and the 
supply of current journals and modern 
reference works is intelligent and acces- 
sible. New books and dealers’ catalogs 
are on open tables for browsing. There 
is even a popular rental library which 
provides recent novels and travel books 
that could not be justified on the library’s 
small budget. There is no uniformed 
beadle to stop you at the door, and the 
staff is lively, able and young. Altogether 
this is a refreshing but uncommon sight 
on the Italian academic scene. 


In Aberdeen, I overated the new Com- 
pactus shelving. In Milan, I saw a catalog 
typist operating an expensive Friden elec- 
tric flexowriter to produce multiple cata- 
log cards in elegant style by means of 
a punched tape fed into the machine 
after the initial typing. In Modena, in 
the ancient Estense Library, wealthy in 
early books and manuscripts, I saw a 
newly opened public reference room as 
scholarly and efficient as any I know 
and equipped with the most attractive 
library furniture I have seen anywhere 
outside Scandinavia, all much less staid 
and institutional than most American 
library furniture. In Naples, I visited an 
impressive new library photographic stu- 
dio where microfilm was not only ex- 
posed but developed by the most recent 


style of continuous developer. In Trieste, 
the university librarian flicked a switch 
of the neat little public address system 
by his side and asked the university’s 
bartender to send up Campari and soda 
or other aperitif with appetizers for his 
guests! ' 

I said earlier that the University of 
Bologna has been perforce shocked into 
the modern world by the city’s com- 
munist government. So has the Biblioteca 
Civica. Housed in a handsome, rambling 
old palazzo and stocked with over half 
a million volumes, including eminent 
collections or rare books and manuscripts, 
this library serves scholarship well. 


Unlike Milan’s city library, the one in 
Bologna tragically failed to foresee the 
need of a popular service for children 
and for the common reader and non- 
reader. These people are quite overlooked 
and there are no branch libraries such as 
Milan has provided in recent years. I say 
tragically, because I was told when I 
visited Bologna that the city government, 
shrewdly alive to the realities of modern 
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life, was to establish in the next fiscal 
year a network of “People’s Centers,” 
which will offer a variety of popular 
services: maternity clinics, labor ex- 
change offices, recreation centers and 
libraries. These libraries will not be 
related to the slow-witted city library, 
they will have current book funds far 
in excess of that institution, and the book 
selection policy is obvious. 


Conclusions 


This then is my travelog, and you may 
well ask what it all means beyond a 
mere travelog. Two matters have pressed 
on my mind since my return home. In 
the first place I think all of us must 
come to a sharpened knowledge of the 
history and practice of librarianship out- 
side this country. Too much of our 
experience, I think, has been parochial 
and contemporary, and our library school 
training has lacked historical and com- 
parative depth. We, who are the guard- 
ians and dispvensors of the written record, 
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should blush that other professions such 
as law and medicine do a better job than 
we in this regard: the study of com. 
parative legal systems is a serious busi- 
ness, and increasingly we expect a medi- 
cal man to rise above the technicalities 
of his craft through a continuing interest 
in the history of medicine. How many 
of us are equally humane and learned 
about libraries? Related to this of course 
is our sad lack of language competence, 
All of these gaps in our knowledge are 
crippling, not only because we must 
practice our profession with inadequate 
real knowledge of how it is practiced 
elsewhere and of how it was practiced 
generations ago; crippling also in that 
we cannot fully bear our responsibilities 
abroad in the modern world. 
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ternational Relations Office and Board, 
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We desparately need large numbers of 
librarians sufficiently skilled and sophis- 
ticated to work effectively with our col- 
leagues in other countries. 


USIS Libraries Need Support 


And this first point leads directly to 
my second reflection, which returns to 
my earlier comment about the USIS li- 
braries abroad. All of us, I think, in our 
national and local associations, as well 
as individually, should do all we can to 
support and strengthen this intellectual 
and spiritual arm of American diplo- 
macy. It is reasonable to assume, I judge, 
that there may now be a better Washing- 
ton climate for these libraries than there 
has been in the recent past. We should 
make it known that the concept of the 
free public library and of ready access 
to books for all people is an American 
concept of high importance and one we 
can be proud to export. 


Moreover, it is true that librarians in 
many countries today frankly admire our 
overall library expertise and look to us 
for leadership, advice and help. Here, of 
course, the USIS libraries have done a 
magnificent job; but given even modest 
support, they could do a far better one. 
Steadily, in recent years their functions 
have been reduced. A wholehearted dem- 
onstration of library service to children, 
a field in which American librarians have 
been true pioneers, would provide dra- 
matic support to the image of America 
abroad, but the USIS children’s program 
has almost been abandoned. There has, 
of necessity, been too much concentra- 
tion of effort in the hearts of great cities, 
with inadequate demonstration of the 
democratic importance of free libraries in 
rural and “popular” or working class dis- 
tricts. The number of US staff has been 
pared to the bone; there is one in all of 
Italy, for example. The foreign nationals 
I met were all devoted and wonderful 
people, but they must try to project the 
image of an American public library, an 
institution that most of them will never 
have seen at first hand. Thus, they are 
called on for an effort of the im gination 
that was startling to me. The program ur- 


gently requires greater financial support. 
Too much of our foreign aid program is 
at the level of agricultural and technical 
assistance. Through libraries we can ef- 
fectively demonstrate another level of 
American competence and service. 


Since presenting this speech in Mi- 
ami Beach I have seen with great pleas- 
ure Mr. George V. Allen’s laudable and 
laudatory article on our libraries over- 
seas, entitled “Books and the American 
Image,” in the May 1961 issue of The 
Atlantic. 
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Florida BOOKS & AUTHORS 


ADULT BOOKS 
Reviewed by 
NANCY BIRD 
Florida State University Library 


STEVENSON, HENRY M. A Key to Flor- 
ida Birds. 158pp. Tallahassee, Peninsular 
Publishing Co., 1960. $4.00. 

The first key dealing exclusively with the 
birds of Florida is intended for students in 
advanced zoology courses and ornitholo- 
gists. The Key section is to be used for 
establishing the identity of freshly killed 
birds and for the identification of museum 
skins. It is not for use as a field key so is 
too technical for the lay bird watcher. Full 
and exact measurements, descriptions, and 
habits are given for all species for which 
there are at least two Florida records. 
Species recorded only once are mentioned 
in footnotes. In addition to the Key proper, 
the book contains three other sections: I. 
Descriptions and Status of Florida Birds; 
II. Directions for Collecting and Preserving 
Birds; III. Glossary and Measurements. 


NORTH, HENRY RINGLING AND 
HATCH, ALDEN. Circus Kings: our 
Ringling family story. 383pp. New York, 
Doubleday, 1960. $4.95. 


In an account of the seven Ringling 
brothers from Albert to John, the book 
presents the story of the Ringling Brothers 
Circus from its beginning, its first parade, 
in 1871. It is a history of the Ringling fam- 
ily, complete with family tree, and their 
growth from poverty stricken country boys 
to lives of sultanic magnificance. It is also 
the history of a glamorous business enter- 
prise, told with numerous anecdotes, of 
popular circus performers, behind-the- 
scenes life, the problems, the lean years, the 
sadness and the bitterness which accompany 
such a huge organization through success 
and failure. The book is fascinating, most 
readable, and completely enjoyable reading 
for the circus fan and the general reader. 
North lives at Bird Island, Florida. 


KOFOED, JACK. The Florida Story. 
336pp. New York, Doubleday & Co., 
1960. $3.95. 

An off-the-cuff look at Florida written in 
the breezy style of a newspaper columnist, 
The Florida Story attempts to give an all- 
sides view of Florida. Not only the bright 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Reviewed by 
May H. EDMoNpDs 
Miami Public Library 


LATHAM, JEAN LEE, reteller. Aladdin; 
Ali-Baba; The Magic Fishbone by Charles 
Dickens; Wa O’Ka. Illustrated by Pablo 
Ramirez. n.p. Bobbs-Merrill, 1961. $1.95 
each (gr. 3-5). 


These four retellings feature the distine- 
tive illustrations of Pablo Ramirez for the 
original Spanish editions of the books, 
While Miss Latham’s simple, vigorous 
language is considerate of the spirit of the 
original tale, her main effort in the interest 
of readability is to establish a relationship 
between the text and the pictures. This 
three-way challenge to craftsmanship is just 
the kind of puzzle she likes to tackle. Her 
first four solutions are so successful that 
more volumes in this series are due soon. 
Florida author—Miami. 


DOUGLAS, MARJORY STONEMAN. The 
Key to Paris. 123pp. Lippincott, 1961. 
$2.95 (gr. 4-6). 


One of this publisher’s recent “Keys to the 
Cities” series describes Paris today and 
chosen photographs picture spots that are 
distinctively Paris. 

Certainly useful for the traveler and more 
obviously for social studies units, The Key 
to Paris provides interesting information on 
4th to 6th grade levels. While Mrs. Doug- 
las’ writing falls capably into the series 
format, there is little scope here for the 
individuality that we associate with her 
Florida material. Florida author—Miami. 


JAGENDORF, MORITZ A. and BOGGS, 
RALPH S. The King of the Mountains, 
with illustrations by Carybe. 313pp. Van- 
guard, 1961. $4.95. (gr. 4-7). 


The subtitle, “A Treasury of Latin Amer- 
ican Folk Stories,” aptly describes this beau- 
tifully designed, slightly oversized book. 
Here are representative tales from South 
American countries, Mexico, Central Amer- 
ica and the islands of the Caribbean. This 
is an excellent source for the story teller 
with its explanatory notes in the back and 
also an attractive collection for children to 
read themselves. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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MORE ADULT BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 30) 


spots of Miami and Palm Beach but the 
slums and poverty, crimes and murders, 
orange groves, cattle round-ups, and cracker 
life come in for their share of attention in 
an effort to give a true picture of Florida, 
which, the author is happy to admit, is not 
perfect. He misses little of what is good and 
what is bad in this, his chosen state. In its 
honest, amusing and informative content, 
the book is a must for visitor and resident 
alike, and any public or university library 
would want it. The author has been a col- 
umnist for the Miami Herald since the end 
of World War II. 


NEWTON, VIRGIL M., JR. Crusade for 
Democracy. 316pp. Ames, Iowa State 
University Press, 1961. $3.95. 


This book “. . . is the story of one man’s 
keen and courageous championship of a 
basic American freedom — the right to 
know.” The author, managing editor of the 
Tampa Tribune, shows how that newspaper 
led crusades against many evils in American 
government and society. The Tribune’s con- 
stant battering, always in documented stor- 
ies, put an end to the ward-healing alder- 
man’s system in Tampa, led to the elimina- 
tion of sweat boxes from Florida’s prison 
camps, a clean-up in the police department, 
the routing of a state-wide gambling syndi- 
cate, improved conditions for migrant work- 
ers, and the correction of many other evils. 
The campaigns of the Tribume were not 
confined to Tampa alone but spread out 
into state government, affairs of small com- 
munities in Florida and elsewhere, and even 
into national matters. 


BAIR, FREDERICK N., JR. Bair facts; the 
writings of Frederick H. Bair, Jr. Edited 
by Perry L. Norton. 129 pp. Trenton, 
N. J., Chandler-Davis Publishing Co., 
1960. $2.00. 


The subtitle of this little book could well 
be, “A Plea for Planning.” Fred Bair served 
with the Florida State Improvement Com- 
mission and then as Executive Secretary of 
the Florida Planning and Zoning Associa- 
tion, during which time he edited a News- 
letter. This book is drawn chiefly from the 
Newsletter, presented in no particular ar- 
Tangement other than chronological. Mr. 
Bair’s ideas on planning could have been 
written anywhere, but since he lives in Flor- 
ida, the book was written here. To the aver- 
age person, planning doubtless seems a dull 


subject, but the Bair Facts have been given 
considerable human interest by ancedotes 
and case histories with some humor and 
even some pathos. The author lives in Au- 
burndale, Florida. 


BECKER, HENRY F. and CHRISTENSEN, 
DAVID E. Florida Reference Atlas, 
84 pp. Tallahassee, Dixie Publishers, 1960. 
$2.00. 


This atlas, the first of its kind for Florida, 
provides in capsule form the latest available 
facts on 18 categories of information about 
Florida. This information relates to over 200 
separate items and includes basic informa- 
tion about Florida’s early history and its 
Indians, employment, government and taxes, 
education, personal income and wealth, cli- 
mate, minerals and mining, tourism, recrea- 
tion and many other topics graphically 
shown on maps. Most of the maps, many 
providing county-by-county data, are orig- 
inal, prepared especially for this atlas, and 
the source of data shown on each map is 
indicated. 

The atlas is intended for the use of 
schools, planning agencies, tourists, and the 
general public. Its compilers are Florida au- 
thors and university professors. 


HOPKINS, JAMES F. Fifty years of citrus; 
the Florida Citrus Exchange, 1909-1959. 
279 pp. Gainesville, University of Florida 
Press, 1960. $5.00. 


The early history of the Florida Citrus 
Exchange and the recent history of the Flor- 
ida Citrus Industry are synonymous. This 
book gives in general detail the most sig- 
nificant developments of the Exchange dur- 
ing the period from 1909-1959. It does not 
go into the names or efforts of the many 
individuals who contributed to the growth 
of the Exchange or the industry. 

Since it is the history of an organization, 
it deals with individual accomplishments 
only as they affect the progress of the Flor- 
ida Citrus Exchange. Official documents of 
the Exchange recorded accurately every im- 
portant development in the citrus industry, 
and it is from these records that this book 
came. It goes into the problems and diffi- 
culties as well as the benefits of co-operative 
marketing. Its thirty-eight chapters cover a 
period of one to four years each, showing 
progress in Florida Citrus during those 
periods. 

The author is a former staff member of 
the Florida Citrus Commission and is em- 
ployed by the Florida Citrus Exchange. 
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MORE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 30) 

Both authors have a person-to-person ap- 
preciation of these folk stories in addition 
to their scholarly interest. Moritz A. Jagen- 
dorf is an internationally known collector 
of folklore. His books include: New Eng- 
land Bean-Pot; Tyll Ulenspiegel’s Merry 
Pranks; Upstate Downstate; The Priceless 
Cats; The Gypsies Fiddle, and others. 

Ralph S. Boggs, who co-authored the 
favorite, Three Golden Oranges and Other 
Spanish Folk Tales, with Mary Gould Davis, 
is Professor of Spanish and Director of the 
International Center and Hispanic American 
Institute of the University of Miami. 


BALL, ZACHARY. Kep. 207pp. Holiday, 
1961, $2.95 (gr. 6-8). 


Orphaned when he kills his father in a 
hunting accident, Kep is sent to live with a 
couple who lost their own son. The husband 
thinks that a boy in the house will help his 
wife who is letting grief shrivel her mind. 
The woman’s refusal to accept the boy is 
the dramatic crux of the story. 

Gradually it is Link, the town ne’er-do- 
well, who shows real understanding for the 
boy and his problems. With Link’s encour- 
agement Kep handles a gun again, has a 
dog of his own, observes an otter family 
and raises a fox cub to a near tragic end. 

Even though it is packed with emotion, 
Kep lacks the intensity and characterization 
of Ball’s Piney. The sentimental approach 
may appeal to girls, but boys, I think, will 
be less sympathetic to Kep’s philosophic 
role in an adult psychological drama. Most 
convincing is the out of doors action set in 
the Mississippi countryside, especially the 
acquaintance with the otter family and the 
fox hunt. Florida author—Miami. 


HOFF, SYD. Chester. 64pp. Harper, 1 
$1.95. Lib. ed. $2.19 (gr. 1-3). 


Chester is a wild horse who would ra 
be wanted and cared for than be free: 
misadventures in the search for som 
who wants him are told in simple sente 
and cartoons. They go from farm to 
department to merry-go-round, etc. Ana 
Hoff “I Can Read” classic. Florida authe 
Miami Beach. 
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